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I.  Communicable Disease Update
a. Chikungunya virus (CHIKV) 

II. Public Health Update
a. Advisories an Alerts:

  Measles North Idaho/Kootenai County
  TB Exposure
  Veterinary Advisory: Rabies
  

III. Community Collaborations
    Nurse family Partnership

  Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention (CLPP) 
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Update



Chikungunya virus (CHIKV)



Chikungunya Virus

• Chikungunya is a mosquito-borne viral disease caused by the 
chikungunya virus (CHIKV), an RNA virus in the alphavirus genus of 
the family Togaviridae. The name chikungunya derives from a word in 
the Kimakonde language of southern Tanzania, meaning “that which 
bends up” and describes the contorted posture of infected people 
with severe joint pain.

• CHIKV was isolated for the first time in 1953, during an epidemic in 
Eastern Africa (present-day Tanzania) (
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Chikungunya Virus 
• Since 2004, outbreaks of CHIKV have become more frequent and 

widespread, caused partly due to viral adaptations allowing the virus 
to be spread more easily by Aedes albopictus mosquitoes and 
because CHIKV has been introduced into immunologically naïve 
populations. CHIKV has now been identified in >110 countries in Asia, 
Africa, Europe and the Americas.

• Transmission has been interrupted for several years on islands where 
a high proportion of the population is infected and then immune; 
however, transmission often persists in countries where large parts of 
the population have not yet been infected.
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Chikungunya Virus Transmission
• Chikungunya virus is transmitted by infected female mosquitoes, most 

commonly Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus, which can also transmit 
dengue and Zika viruses. These mosquitoes bite primarily during daylight 
hours and Aedes aegypti feeds both indoors and outdoors. They lay eggs in 
containers with standing water. Both species feed outdoors, and Ae. 
aegypti also feeds indoors.

• When an uninfected mosquito feeds on a person who has CHIKV circulating 
in their blood, the mosquito can ingest the virus. The virus then replicates 
in the mosquito over several days, enters its salivary glands, and can be 
transmitted into a new human host when the mosquito bites them. The 
virus again begins to replicate in this newly infected person and reaches 
high concentrations in their blood, at which point they can further infect 
other mosquitoes and perpetuate the transmission cycle.
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Community Collaborations





All Reported Childhood Blood Lead Levels 
(BLLs) per Year, Spokane County, 2018-2024.
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Questions
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